
Look closer. 
See further.

Tradition and Innovation – Since 1858, visionary thinking and a 
fascination with technology have guided us to develop innovative products of
outstanding reliability: Anticipating trends to improve the quality of life.



It takes more than stamina to keep a company flourishing 
for over 150 years; it takes vision. As a leading 
manufacturer of medical-practice equipment, we are 
committed to excellence, craftsmanship, and 
independent thinking. While the traditional Swiss values
of quality and reliability have always been at the 
heart of our organization, we have also successfully 
anticipated technological trends, setting the pace 
in ophthalmics and supplying researchers and eye care 
professionals with precision instruments to improve 
their patients’ quality of life. Look closer. See further.
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Foreword
Founded more than 150 years ago, Haag-Streit has grown into a respected and inter-
nationally active medical technology group.

While our expertise is rooted in many decades of research and development, our  
company’s success has also been driven – and will continue to be shaped – by our ability 
to innovate and anticipate the trends of tomorrow.

At Haag-Streit, our commitment to our guiding principles of outperfomance, quality, 
reliability, innovation, and independence permeates everything we do and has enabled 
us to evolve into one of the world’s leading medical technology suppliers. 

 
 
 
 
 



OUR ROOTS

How it all began.
Thanks to their skilful craftsmanship and inspired innovations, the founders of our  
firm – Hermann Studer and Friedrich Hermann, who opened their first workshop in  
Berne, Switzerland, in 1858 – accomplished truly pioneering achievements. The  
exceptional precision and reliability of their work were soon acknowledged and a 
close working relationship with the University of Berne took shape. At the request 
of Prof. Wild, the company we now know as Haag-Streit began equipping all of  
Switzerland with weather stations, and these were soon to be followed by  
commissions for similar meteorological measuring networks abroad.

We are proud to have been entrusted with manufacturing the Swiss metric prototype 
after the establishment of a standardized system of length measurement in Paris in 
1867; so even 140 years ago we were – in the truest sense of the word – setting  
standards.

Physicians at the University of Berne were also quick to recognize the opportunities 
presented by working with Haag-Streit, and the opening of the then-new “Insel“ Eye 
Clinic at the University Hospital, more than 100 years ago, was a showcase of the  
instruments we were able to manufacture. The introduction of electricity to the clinics 
at this juncture further boosted demand for the new products. 

We can only describe our further collaboration with Prof. Goldmann, also at the Uni-
versity of Berne, as a stroke of considerable fortune; not only was he an extraordinary 
physician, he had a comprehensive understanding of physics and was able to make a 
significant contribution to the development of new instruments. This was an early in-
dication of the importance of cross-fertilization between academics and industrialists 
which allowed research concepts to be realized and refined by skilled practitioners.
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CURVATURE RADIUS IN 
MILLIMETERS

5.5 - 11 
REFRACTION IN DIOPTERS 

30 - 60 

Collaboration between
universities and industry is 
crucial: research concepts 
could only be realized 
and refined thanks to skilled
practitioners.

yEARS OF  
MANUFACTURING  
SUCCESS

30

NEW DESIGN BASED ON 
SUCCESSFUL MEASURING 
PRINCIPLE 

1929
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What keeps us on the cutting edge. 
A fascination with technology, exceptional manufacturing skills, close cooperation with 
trusted scientists and medical professionals, and a desire to implement their pionee-
ring ideas – all of this allows us to create instruments that broaden our horizons and 
help us to see further. The company’s focus on ophthalmic instruments was estab-
lished by Wilhelm Haag back in the 1930s, and the premium products we have been 
manufacturing ever since are constantly being updated and improved.

Haag-Streit has likewise been streamlined and refined over time and has always been 
quick to adopt new technologies, as instanced in the progression from purely mecha-
nical to electromechanical instruments – bits and bytes are thus just as central to our 
operations today as traditional materials like metal and glass. These “new” engineering 
skills are deployed to create sophisticated, intuitive software and we exploit this poten- 
tial both in instrument development and in our work processes. We still rely on human 
skill, but nowadays this is augmented to great effect with highly automated manufac-
turing facilities and advanced operational procedures. 

Holistic thinking and a tightly networked business have helped to ensure that Haag- 
Streit devices are now available in 145 countries and we can boast a powerful sales net-
work of more than 65 distributors. We are an important manufacturing company and 
the cornerstone of the Haag-Streit Group, which currently consists of 23 companies. 

OUR APPROACH 

How things 
evolve.
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your sight is key to your quality of life. Medical professionals cannot afford to make  
diagnostic mistakes and specialist ophthalmologists have to meet the highest standards 
at short notice. So we go the extra mile: We outperform expectations.

To ensure our instruments work perfectly, we prefer to manufacture our tools inhouse. 
Our staff undergo training on a rolling basis and we attend to every detail, monitoring 
and optimizing our work processes as well as our products: We create high-value 
devices.

We are committed to delivering on our claim of enabling accurate and dependable 
diagnoses: We are reliable.

Collaborating closely with medical specialists and leading scientists, we are constant-

ly developing state-of-the-art technology to incorporate into our instruments. Our la-
test innovations invariably exemplify reliability, high value and precision. We embody 
the pioneering spirit.

Leading the field also means continually blazing a trail and maintaining our autonomy. 
Haag-Streit Diagnostics benefits from the financial and ideological freedoms guaran-
teed by the family-run Haag-Streit Group. We are independent.

OUR PRINCIPLES

What inspires us. 
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High-value instruments for
general diagnostics.
Haag-Streit has been manufacturing high-quality, high-precision ophthalmic instruments 
since its foundation. In 1958 the famous Goldmann slit lamp BM 900 was introduced 
together with the Goldmann Applanation Tonometer AT 900. Today, 55 years later, 
these products still are available and enjoy a remarkable popularity among our  
customers. There are well over 100,000 of these original slit lamps and even more 
tonometers in daily use – including many from the first years of manufacture. 

Thanks to inputs from this large user base and because of our pioneering spirit, new 
slit lamps and world-first innovations like the LED slit illumination were introduced to 
the market. Today we offer a complete slit lamp portfolio – from the anterior segment 
slit lamp BD 900 through the original BM 900 to the highly sophisticated BQ 900 and 
not to forget the brilliant BX 900 for professional photography. As a further result of 
decades of close cooperation with ophthalmologists, many elaborate accessories and 
tools such as our excellent set of contact lenses or the sophisticated imaging module, 
were and successfully marketed.

What all these past developments identified and what the distinction of our future 
developments will be is the same focus: The same focus on outperformance and, 
equally as important, the reliability and durability of their famous predecessors  
BM 900 and AT 900.

OUR DEVICES

What we make.
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Slit lamp

LOOK CLOSER
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SEE FURTHER
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Sophisticated microscopy
The results you achieve with your slit lamp are directly 
dependent on the quality of your optical system. So at 
Haag-Streit, we only use high-grade materials and the 
very latest production processes to manufacture slit 
lamp lenses – at our own premises. 

Intuitive imaging, 
optimal results
Our video modules, also manufactured at Haag-Streit, 
exhibit excellent sensitivity, a wide dynamic range, 
and unique ergonomics that enable full control of the 
imaging process without detracting from the clinical 
examination. The instant capture and unique history 
trigger allow users to obtain optimal image se- 
quences every time. 

LED illumination
The new LED-powered slit lamp delivers our sharpest, 
brightest, and most homogeneous slit ever. The light 
spectrum was specially designed for Haag-Streit to 
meet the highest quality standards and achieve  
results that are even superior to those delivered 
by tungsten light. This ensures optimal diagnostic  
details from the cornea to the retina.

1 2 3

Slit lamp
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LENSTAR outstanding measuring results. 
Cataract surgery was revolutionized more than ten years ago with the introduction of 
optical biometry. Haag-Streit is now writing a new chapter in the history of biometry 
with the Lenstar LS 900.

The Lenstar provides the user with highly accurate laser optic measurements for  
every section of the eye from the cornea to the retina and is the only optical biometer 
on the market that can calculate the thickness of the lens. Used in conjunction with 
the latest calculation formulae, such as Olsen or Holladay 2, lens thickness is an  
essential parameter in enabling the best possible intraocular lens (IOL) prediction. 

So-called “dual zone” keratometry, with 32 measuring points, provides reliable and  
precise measurements for K values, axis, and any astigmatism present, which is  
essential for the use of toric lenses, as has been proved in a range of clinical studies.

The Lenstar offers the optimal planning platform for superior refractive outcomes in 
cataract surgery, both now and in the future. 

OUR DEVICES

What we make.
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LOOK CLOSER

Biometry
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SEE FURTHER
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Perfect K values – 
best toric results
The Lenstar features dual zone keratometry or T-Cone 
topography for precise astigmatism and axis measure- 
ment2,3, as well as an on-board toric IOL calculator  
for sophisticated operation planning.

For post-refractive cases – 
quick and reliable
Shammas and Masket IOL calculation methodologies 
can be used for post-refractive patients even without 
any clinical history5,6 .

Measured lens thickness – 
improved 
refractive outcomes
With its integrated Olsen IOL calculation formula and 
the Lenstar's unique measurement of the lens  
thickness, accurate prediction of the IOL position is 
provided for any type of eye. To improve refractive 
outcomes, the Lenstar is the optimal choice.

Biometry

| 17  



OCTOPUS – perimetry you can trust. 
Haag-Streit laid the foundations with the Projection Perimeter, which was developed 
during 9 years of intensive work with Prof. Goldmann. A further milestone in automated 
perimetry was achieved through acquisition of Interzeag and their Octopus product. 
The Octopus perimeter’s user-friendly software drew attention from the very start 
and kinetic examination methods were first applied to automatic perimetry in 2002. 
 After two years of close collaboration with a team led by Prof. Ulrich Schiefer it finally 
became possible to integrate Prof. Goldmann’s kinetic examination methods into the 
Octopus 101 and Octopus 900.

Most versatile perimeter – Octopus 900
Haag-Streit introduced the new Octopus 900 perimeter in the autumn of 2006. The 
instrument is designed for comprehensive examinations and capable of assessing  
visual field defects using either static or kinetic examination methods. Its wide range of 
options and outstanding sensitivity/specificity parameters make it possible to conduct 
an examination at any stage of an eye disease, from early diagnosis through follow-up 
examinations using progression analysis to end-stage glaucoma cases. A sophisticated 
TOP fast-thresholding strategy allows practitioners to obtain reliable results and in-
creased patient compliance in a minimal amount of time.

The new pulse in perimetry – Octopus 600
This newly developed perimeter enables ophthalmologists to combine early glaucoma 
detection using the PULSAR method and standard white-on-white perimetry for  
follow-up examinations. Focusing on previously established strengths, such as intuitive 
handling for both the user and the patient, was a key objective. Combined with our 
proven TOP strategy, the PULSAR examination method delivers fast and reliable  
results. 

OUR DEVICES

What we make.
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LOOK CLOSER

Perimetry
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SEE FURTHER
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Perimetry

Goldmann Kinetic 
Perimetry GKP

The Octopus 900 is the official successor to the origi- 
nal Haag-Streit Goldmann perimeter. With its true 
Goldmann sized cupola it performs accurate man- 
ual and automated Goldmann perimetry. In addition, 
GKP includes age-matched normative values for bet-
ter diagnosis as well as reaction-time compensation.

PULSAR early diagnosis
PULSAR, a patented flicker stimulus with excel-
lent sensitivity and specificity performance, is the  
Octopus solution for early Glaucoma detection.  
PULSAR is only available in the Octopus 600.

Unlike other methods for early diagnosis that chal-
lenge the patient with hard-to-distinguish answering 
criteria, PULSAR requires no more than a simple click 
for every target that appears, resulting in a fast and 
reliable test. 

Fixation control
Octopus has always provided 100 % fixation control  
so users do not have to worry about fixation losses 
on their printout. 

The unique Octopus fixation control recognizes 
blinks that interfere with stimuli presented in static 
perimetry. Stimuli interrupted by patient blinking are 
automatically repeated later during the test. If the 
eye position changes, the examination is automati-
cally paused until the correct fixation of the gaze is 
regained. The result is a visual field that is always 
reliable.
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OUR EXPERTS

How we work.   
There is a constructive and upbeat atmosphere at our headquarters in Koeniz, near 
Berne. Progressive employment conditions and a long-term corporate outlook help us 
to reconcile the rapid pace of technological development with our uncompromising 
quality standards. Exactly right is still not good enough for us and we are not interest-
ed in short-lived successes. These are the values that accompany every Haag-Streit  
instrument as it begins its journey from us to the client. This precision and continuity  
is backed up by a whole building chock full of components and ideas that are both  
theoretical and practical, and we – more than 230 individuals with a range of vocations 
and professional experience – are the team with the skills to realize such ideas and 
create those precision instruments. This is how we have worked our way to a market 
position of which we are justly proud.

Countless ideas, calculations, plans and concepts are collated, rejected, re-evaluated, 
adapted, amalgamated and boiled down to a paradigm by our developers. This is then 
accepted, drawn up, milled, assembled and polished by skilled hands until the abstract 
notion has attained its perfect form. Our philosophy is channeled by our best-trained 
experts into every program, every robot and every process, however highly automated; 
our maxim in production is “one-piece flow”. With assiduous monitoring and strict  
adherence to regulatory standards, ideas and components can thus grow into fin-
ished instruments that meet exceptionally exacting diagnostic requirements. 

One of the ways we have remained attractive as an employer over more than 150 years 
is by placing our trust in young, aspiring professionals. They are, after all, our future. 
Haag-Streit trainees pass through the unique Swiss apprenticeship system, learning 
the skills and knowledge they require and applying these under real market conditions. 
year on year, Haag-Streit is thus educating highly trained specialists that are a credit not 
only to the company but to their entire profession. 
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Precise measurements: 
a sharp mind, skilled 
hands and a trained eye 
are at the heart of 
our products. 
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OUR CLIENTS

How our customers 
see us. 
A combination of expertise, craftsmanship, and experience creates a climate of trust 
in eyecarers’ practices and clinics. you expect faultless and efficient diagnosis followed 
up with effective treatment for your patients, and our technology is pushing the  
boundaries in providing support for eye specialists. More and more responsible  
ophthalmologists who wish to minimize the risk of incorrect diagnosis are choosing 
Haag-Streit products; with us, you are opting for devices that use some of the most 
reliable medical technology available.

When we needed a slit lamp and imaging system to photograph subtle  
solution-induced micropunctuate staining, Haag-Streit was the overwhelming  
favorite. The optics are crystal clear.

Expert knowledge and manufacturing skill are handed down from generation to gener- 
ation. Clients looking for top performance need instruments they can rely on, and 
Haag-Streit leaves you the freedom to concentrate on what really matters. The instru-
ments can also last for generations. Their strength and reliability are just part of what 
makes them unique.

Learning on Haag-Streit precision instruments means learning for the future 
and acquiring skills that can be used all over the world.
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A business relationship 
with Haag-Streit is a personal 
experience; the people 
are proud of what they do 
and their commitment 
shows in their work.
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